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Présentation de l'éditeurFive thousand years ago there began the most momentous revolution in human 
history. Starting in Mesopotamia, city civilization emerged for the first time on earth, to be followed in 

Egypt, India, China and the Americas. The ideals of these ancient civilizations still shape the lives of the 
majority of mankind. In Search of the First Civilizations (previously published as Legacy) asks the intriguing 

question: what is civilization? Did it mean the same to the Chinese, the Indians and the Greeks? What can 
the values of the ancient cultures teach us today? And do the ideals of the West - a latecomer to civilization - 

really have universal validity? In this fascinating historical search, Michael Wood explores these ancient 
cultures, looking for their essential character and their continuing legacy. A brilliant exploration. Sunday 
Times Well-written, gorgeous and guaranteed to induce thought... Wood takes great care to put everything 

in a large historical perspective, which is actually more disturbing than comforting. New York 
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Commentaires clientsCommentaires clients les plus utiles0 internautes sur 0 ont trouvé ce commentaire utile. 
scripts from tv series in book formPar Morrison NeilThis is an exemplary introduction to the four distinct 
beginnings of the worlds civilisations—India, China, South America and the West.Perfect for anybody 
interested in the last five thousand years of our "development".The only thing I would have liked is inclusion 
of the Minoan, pre classical greek, Cretan culture, because it stands out for its artistic legacy, although it has 
been extensively treated elsewhere. 
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