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Présentation de l'éditeurSimon Winchester's brilliant chronicle of the destruction of the Indonesian island of 

Krakatoa in 1883 charts the birth of our modern world. He tells the story of the unrecognized genius who 
beat Darwin to the discovery of evolution; of Samuel Morse, his code and how rubber allowed the world to 

talk; of Alfred Wegener, the crack-pot German explorer and father of geology. In breathtaking detail he 
describes how one island and its inhabitants were blasted out of existence and how colonial society was 

turned upside-down in a cataclysm whose echoes are still felt to this day.Revue de presse“Brilliant...One of 
the best books ever written about the history and significance of a natural disaster.” (New York 

Times)“Supremely well told: a fine exception to the dull run of most geological writing.” starred Kirkus 
(Kirkus (starred review))“Winchester once again demonstrates a keen knack for balancing rich and often 
rigorous historical detail with dramatic tension and storytelling.” (Publishers Weekly (starred review))“A 
good read.” (Washington Post Book World)“Masterful build-up of literary and geological tension.” (The 

Economist)“A real-life story bigger than any Hollywood blockbuster.” (Entertainment 
Weekly)“Winchester...is noted for his ability to turn scholarly history into engrossing narrative.” (Chicago 

Sun-Times)“Winchester’s exceptional attention to detail never falters.” (San Francisco 
Chronicle)“Winchester scores.” (byline Baltimore Sun, printed in Pittsburg Post-Gazette) (Baltimore 

Sun)“Winchester dramatically delivers...the book is absorbing...” (Daily News)“A rattling good read.” 
(Boston Sunday Globe)“Krakatoa is a pleasure from beginning to end.” (Boston Sunday Globe)“The rich 
and fascinating KRAKATOA confirms [Winchester’s] preeminence. Janet Maslin (International Herald 

Tribune)Présentation de l'éditeurSimon Winchester's brilliant chronicle of the destruction of the Indonesian 
island of Krakatoa in 1883 charts the birth of our modern world. He tells the story of the unrecognized 

genius who beat Darwin to the discovery of evolution; of Samuel Morse, his code and how rubber allowed 
the world to talk; of Alfred Wegener, the crack-pot German explorer and father of geology. In breathtaking 

detail he describes how one island and its inhabitants were blasted out of existence and how colonial society 
was turned upside-down in a cataclysm whose echoes are still felt to this day.
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Commentaires clientsCommentaires clients les plus utiles1 internautes sur 1 ont trouvé ce commentaire utile. 
livre historique passionnant mais austère et mal illustréPar 2nimmlivre anglophone broché souple format 
poche de 2003 retraçant l'explosion du volcan en 1883; après quelques pages de'introduction et de cartes, le 
sujet est abordé en 10 chapitres;n°1: une île montagneuse pointue (28 pages)n°2: le crocodile du canal 
(15p)n°3: rencontres sur la ligne Wallace (65p)n°4: quand la montagne bouge (33p)n°5: déverrouiller les 
portes de l'enfer (29p)n°6: à une lieue du dernier soleil (20p)n°7: le curieux cas de l'éléphant terrifié 
(11p)n°8: le paroxysme, l'inondation et la ruine (12p)n°9: rébellion d'un peuple ruiné (22p)n°10: le soleil se 
lève (29p)ce livre historique captivant, même mal illustré de gravures et photos nb, passionnera tous les 
amateurs d'histoire et de volcanologie0 internautes sur 0 ont trouvé ce commentaire utile. Reference sur le 
KrakatoaPar flviaultUn ouvrage de reference sur l'explosion incroyable du Volcan Krakatoa à la fin du 
19ème siècle; tout est passé en revue; néanmoins peut être un peu trop complet et un peu long. 
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